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Cultural Commission Consultation ~ Second Phase

The Historic Houses Association for Scotland (HHA) welcomes the opportunity to
respond to the phase of the Cultural Commission’s public consultation. The
background information submitted in our response dated 27™ September 2004 to the
first phase consultation refers and will not be repeated here.

This time you have asked for comments on both the practical development and use of
cultural rights and the institutional infrastructure and the balance of responsibilities
for planning, delivery and evaluation at national and local level.

Cultural Rights

As we said in our Phase One response, we have difficulty with the concept of cultural
rights. We would prefer to use cultural “opportunities” to describe the availability of
access to all aspects of Scoftish culture by all sectors of the population. We do not
believe the use of the word “right” to be appropriate.

Institutional Infrastructure

The institutional infrastructure within which the HHA operates in Scotland — the built
architectural heritage sector - is broadly defined by the responsibilities and remit of
Historic Scotland, VisitScotland and the local authorities. Within these boundaries a
plethora of other organisations operate to varied but usually complementary agendas —

91 Hanover Street, Edinburgh EH2 1DJ

Telephone: 0131 718 4298



the Cultural Commission might consider whether some rationalisation here would be
appropriate and, more importantly, feasible.

We hope you find these comments useful.
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